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Meine besondere Liebe galt schon in der Kunst-
schiilerzeit den verschnérkelten, weitausschwin-
genden Wirtshausschildern der siddeutschen Hei-
mat. Landauf — landab gingen damals die Wan-
derfahrten, und unsere Augen schauten begeistert
auf so viel oft miBachtete, kunsthandwerkliche
Schonheit. Friedliche in Blech geformte Haustiere
wie Rote Ochsen, Weifie Réflein, Goldene Plauen
hingen neben Wilden Ménnern, Kaisern, Engeln,
Kurfirsten, Rittern und Jdagern. Goldene Sterne,
Schliissel, Réder, Pflige, Kronen, Rosen, Wald-
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Even as an art student | had a distinct fondness
for the highly decorative signs swinging con-
spicuousy on the inns of my South German home-
land. In those days we went up hill and down
dale finding intense pleasure in discovering these
old signs whose fine craftsmanship was unfor-
tunately so frequently overlooked. There were,
for instance, domestic animals made of metal
such as Red Oxen, White Horses, Golden Pea-
cocks, in addition to Wild Men, Kaisers, Angels,
Electors, Knights and Huntsmen. Then again,
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