before she was sent with reinforcements to Orleans. The miracles of the drowned

blasphemer and the change of wind on the Loire are historical.

Toan's unconscious confessions of heresy at her trial. her recantation, her re-
lapse, and her execution, occupied szveral days. On the stage they occupy forty
minutes; but nothing essential is misrepresented; and nothing 1s omitted except
the adjournments and matters irrelevant to the final 1ssue.

The Epilogue is obviously not a representation of an actual scene, or even of
. recorded dream; but it is none the less historical. Without it the play would
b f?'|1|-_'- 2 sensational tale of a :.;il'i who was burnt, ]n'.[‘.iH:._', the -'||E't[.|['-:|',_- iJl'lIH;._U'il
in horror, despairing of humanity. The true tale of Saint Joan 1s a tale with a
olorious ending: and any play that did not make this clear would be an insult
to her memory.

But this E‘]'”. is more [1]-.1.'3} to |L1l.-*.-"]1' '|,-.' its conflict with current fictions aboul
Saint Joan than by its adaptation of facts to the stage [n any generally accessible
work of reference. and in such well known books as thos: by Mark Twamn and
Andrew Lang it is stated that Joan's trial was corrupt, her judges scoundrels
and the questions put to her devised to trap her into fatal admissions. Ioi these
slanders of the Church and the Inquisition there is not a shred ol evidence in the
records of the trial. Joan's judges were as straightforward as Joan herself; ancl
the law took its regular course. She was burnt for heresy because she was guided
by her innmer light to the position taken two hundred years later by the Society
of Friends. for which women were judis :.|H_1.' flogged mercilessly at the instance
of the Church of England, and would ‘have been burnt had they been Joan's con
temporaries. Her insistence on wearing male attire 1s still a punishable offence
[he opinion of the court that her visions were temptations of the devil was quite
sincere. Like all prisoners of war, Joan was tried by her political enemies instead
of by an impartial international tribunal; but a medieval Catholic court was fat
more impartial than a modern national one. How violently the EEnglish were pre
judiced against her may be seen in the scurrilous popular r't'i‘l]'i‘hl'1'|L'|I‘ic||| of her
in the XVI century play of Henry VI. (supposed to have been touched up by
Shakespeare); but it was not an English court that excommunicated her; and she
would have been burnt equally if the Hundred Years War in France had been a
purely civil one. Not until the Church privileged her private judgment and classed
her visions and her inner light as celestial by canonizing her in 1904-1920 was the
verdict of 1431 really reversed. Thus it cannot be too clearly understood that
there were no villains in the tragedy of Joan's death. She was entirely innocent,
but her l"nil.":Jj:H:LLlrli-.l.'.iilll was 4 Fenuine act of faith and |!ui=.'l'-.: and her I'.‘*."IH'.i'HI
followed inevitably.

All the -]|-|!',|l (ers i|| Lhe ]||L,[:-,' are ||i~flrri 1l to the extent |||.|| |]1I':-. bear the
names of persons who actually existed in Joan's time and were concerned with het
as represented. But the information we have about them wvarles trom su h com
paratively documented lives as those of Charles, Dunois, and Warwick, to that
(8} | |_.-||:Ii_.ll.llll e ."‘_‘-ll::._'.l_llulmf']. who 15 Enown uj,-]:-.' |il". his .l:lr]'-..ihs_'; lost his -'_{'Ill[hl‘l and
:”r'-:| '-:11:'|||r.'| b | [I'.‘|i||-[’ iOr .iunl-[;néi_l].-_i _]H.J‘::'w [':':,|||r.1li-|1|. ||J*—. l:'l"Lll:l"-ulli.ll.' ITLIT1ee
15 hul'lll'-'x"'l for l|'|r' OO CAASTO. 1 he |';II:_'.|E-~|I ~|n|:|i|-|' I'-'|II'4"=4'rII-- o I]ll'li--]H'-!l LT
dition if not an authentic fact.

Several of the -.||1-;-.|||--, and sallies 1n the |Il..l'w.. ""]i‘"'i-lH'f' those of _I“-'—'l. il 1l
!ll-llllll.:;'_ .lHl:.- SO ol I"||'||'| 11y ]|||--i".1'3j-.' L-.ﬂlllrl’.l |.I!_1' "Inll]l | |UL!'-. [ 3l il|*-'..||'|-f'
her use of the word godons (God damns) to denote English soldiers. One or two

eeches have been “'”'“l"“""] for stage purposes, and 1 has been assumed that




